
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING 

Wednesday, July 14, 2021, at 11:30 AM and 4:00PM 
N. Water Street, City of New London 

Shawano Street – Pearl Street 
Waupaca County 

Project ID 6996-04-72 
 

1. Purpose and need 
 
The purpose of the proposed action is to provide a safe facility for motorized vehicles, pedestrians, and 
bicyclists including: 

 Improve the deteriorating pavement. 

 Improve the deteriorating storm sewer system. 

 Improve the deteriorating sanitary sewer and watermain systems 

 Improve the deteriorating street lighting system.    

 Address pedestrian safety and ADA issues.   
 
The project need is defined by the following: 

 The existing pavement is in poor condition with significant longitudinal and transverse cracking 
throughout.  

 The existing storm sewer is undersized and has reached the end of its useful life. 

 The existing sanitary sewer was installed in 1927 and has reached the end of its useful life. 

 The existing watermain was installed in the 1930’s and 1940’s and has reached the end of its 
useful life.  

 The existing street lighting system has deteriorated and needs replacement. 

 The existing sidewalk does not meet ADA requirements for cross slope and the curb ramps do not 
meet current ADA guidelines. 

 The existing traffic signals do not have pedestrian signal faces with push buttons.     
 

2. Existing Facility 
 
Project Limits: The proposed action is in the City of New London on N. Water Street from Shawano 
Street to Pearl Street.  The total project is 0.3 miles in length.  N. Water Street is classified as a principal 
arterial.  This facility is also designated as both CTH D and Business USH 45.  Also included as part of 
the project is Pearl Street from the Wolf River Bridge to Waupaca Street.    
 
Speed Limit: The posted speed limit on N. Water Street is 25 MPH. 
 
Traffic:  The current AADT, based on 2018 traffic counts, is 3,700 vehicles per day.   
 
Typical Section: The existing roadway consists of an urban typical section with two 14-ft travel lanes and 
8.5-ft parking lanes.  The overall street width is 45-ft from face of curb to face of curb.   
 
Right-of-Way: The existing highway right-of-way width is 60-ft.  The existing street is generally centered 
on the road right-of-way.  The distance from back of curb to the right-of-way varies from 6-ft to 8-ft on the 
north side and 5-ft to 7-ft on the south side.  
 
Alignment:  The existing straight-line alignment meets current design standards for the posted speed 
limit.  
 
Intersection Control: The Shawano Street and Pearl Street intersections are signalized.  All other side 
road intersections within the project limits consist of a stop condition on the side road with through traffic 
maintained on N. Water Street. 
 



Land Use:  N. Water Street is located within the City of New London’s downtown area.  The primary 
existing land use is commercial with residential in the upper stories.  There are four small community 
parks located within the project corridor. 
 
Environment:  The project has been surveyed by professional archaeologists and historians to determine 
if there are historic resources within the project area.  Two buildings have been determined to warrant 
additional investigation.  These buildings include the former opera house and former city hall. 

 Any additional historical information on these two buildings that can be shared with the City would 
be appreciated.     

 
No archaeological resources were identified. 
 
No wetlands have been identified between the Wolf River and N. Water Street.  A hazardous materials 
investigation is on-going.   
 
Bicycles: Currently cyclists share the 14-ft wide travel lane with motorists. 
 
Pedestrians:  There is sidewalk located along both sides of the street. The concrete sidewalk generally 
extends from back of curb to the adjoining building fronts. 

 
3. Proposed Improvements 

 
Typical Section: Currently the City is proposing to reconstruct N. Water Street with a 2-lane urban 
typical section with parallel parking on both sides of the street.  The intent is to narrow the street to 
provide more area for pedestrians and shorten the length of pedestrian crossings. The proposed roadway 
width alternatives vary from 38-ft from face of curb to face of curb (F-F) and 43-ft F-F.  Refer to typical 
section alternatives. 

 The plan view exhibits for both N. Water Street and Pearl Street are currently shown as 43-ft F-F.  
 
Right of Way:  Minor fee right of way acquisition is anticipated at intersections to construct ADA 
compliant curb ramps.  Temporary limited easements (TLE’s) will be required throughout for grading and 
other improvements that extend onto private property.   

 

Alignment: The proposed roadway centerline will be centered on the right-of-way; the distance from back 
of curb to the right-of-way will vary depending on the selected typical section alternative.  The current plan 
views show a 43-ft wide street with 8-ft between the back of curb and right-of-way on both sides of the 
street.   
 
Intersection Control:  There will be no changes to the existing traffic control at intersections, and the 
posted speed limit will remain at 25 MPH.  The existing traffic signals at the Shawano Street and Pearl 
Street intersections will be removed and replaced.  Pedestrian activated signal faces will be included with 
the new signal installations.  

 

Environment:  If existing buildings are determined to be potentially eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places, the intent of the project design will be to minimize impacts to these sites.  Impacts to the 
community parks will also be minimized to the extent practical. 

 

Bicycles and Pedestrians:  Bicycles will continue to share the travel lane with motorists.  The area for 
pedestrians behind the curb will be increased and the pedestrian crossing lengths reduced due to the 
narrower roadway.  The sidewalk and curb ramps will be reconstructed according to ADA requirements. 
 

4. Proposed Schedule, Cost Range, and Funding 
The city has received federal funding for the N. Water Street project through the WisDOT- STP- Urban 
Program.  The estimated cost range for the project is $3,000,000 to $4,000,000.  The federal funding 
will cover approximately 80 percent of the cost with the city responsible for all remaining costs.  The 



project is currently scheduled to be constructed in the year 2024 and is anticipated to take 6-7 months 
to complete.   
 

5. Traffic Impacts During Construction 
It is currently proposed to close N. Water Street to traffic during construction.  A signed detour route will 
be provided.  The city is planning to provide additional signing to help direct traffic to the downtown 
businesses and to the designated parking areas. 
 
Pedestrian access will be maintained to each property.  The city is currently working with the local 
business community to provide temporary parking stalls to compensate for the on-street parking that 
will be lost during construction. 
 
The city will also be reaching out to businesses to address delivery needs and concerns.  

 
6. Potential access modifications 

The city is currently considering modifications to the Lincoln Street access in conjunction with signing 
and marking enhancements for the pedestrian crossing at this location.  
 

7. Miscellaneous 
 The city will be reconstructing Pearl Street as a separate project after completion of N. Water 

Street.   
 

 As part of this public involvement process, the city is seeking input from businesses on both N. 
Water Street and Pearl Street.  The intent is to ultimately construct similar improvements on 
both streets to provide a uniform look for the entire downtown area.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



COMMENT SHEET 
 
 
PROJECT I.D. 6996-04-72 
City of New London, N. Water Street 
Shawano Street to Pearl Street 
Waupaca County  
 

NAME: __________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER: _________________________________________________ 

EMAIL: __________________________________________________________ 
 
COMMENT/QUESTION:   

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
Please return this form to the sign-in table before leaving or return to the following address:  
 
Chad Hoerth, City Administrator 
City of New London 
215 N. Shawano Street 
New London, WI  54961 


